
Jesus is ____ 



Jesus Is....Our Purification 

John 3:22-36 

John 3:22-24 (English Standard Version) 

 
22

After this Jesus and his disciples went into 

the Judean countryside, and he remained 

there with them and was baptizing. 
23

John 

also was baptizing at Aenon near Salim, 

because water was plentiful there, and 

people were coming and being baptized 

24
(for John had not yet been put in prison). 



 

Jesus Is....Our Purification 

John 3:22-36 

 

Jesus is ____ 

• a huge part of our culture is 

"celebrity"; being famous 

• It’s counter-cultural and 

counter-intuitive to direct 

attention away   

from ourselves 

 

 



 

Jesus Is....Our Purification 

John 3:22-36 

 

Jesus is ____ 

• Jesus starts developing his 

disciples; how? 

• relationship and ministry 

• are you being discipled? 

discipling? 

 

 

 

 



 

Jesus Is....Our Purification 

John 3:22-36 

 

Jesus is ____ 

• John the Baptist's ministry was 

in the desert 

• Aenon= spring 

•  Salim= peace; can’t be shaken 

• John's ministry points people 

to Christ, & they’re taken 

from desert to springs; life 

that can't be shaken 

• why did Christ go where John 

was already ministering? 

• to set up a confrontation and 

call people to make a decision 



Jesus Is....Our Purification 

John 3:22-36 

John 3:25-26 (English Standard Version) 

25
Now a discussion arose between some of 

John’s disciples and a Jew over 

purification. 
26

And they came to John and 

said to him, "Rabbi, he who was with you 

across the Jordan, to whom you bore 

witness—look, he is baptizing, and all are 

going to him." 



 

Jesus Is....Our Purification 

John 3:22-36 

 

Jesus is ____ 

• they're debating baptism & 

purification & Jesus; and 

they miss the  point! 

• the point: we are slaves to 

sin and Christ came to give 

us freedom 

• what is freedom? 

• to be purified from sin, 

delivered from rebellion, 

free from Satan 

 

 

 

 



 

Jesus Is....Our Purification 

John 3:22-36 

 

Jesus is ____ 

• John's disciples are jealous 

• Christ is controversial 

• when we measure success by 

numbers or comparison to 

others,  we are already in 

the same bondage! 

• this is John's whole point ~ 

"Go to Jesus!“; but they do 

not believe 

• they wanted a prophet or 

king, not a Savior 



Jesus Is....Our Purification 

 John 3:27-29 (English Standard Version) 

27
John answered, "A person cannot receive 

even one thing unless it is given him from 

heaven. 
28

You yourselves bear me witness, 

that I said, 'I am not the Christ, but I have 

been sent before him.' 
29

 The one who has 

the bride is the bridegroom. The friend of 

the bridegroom, who stands and hears 

him, rejoices greatly at the bridegroom’s 

voice. Therefore this joy of mine is now 

complete. 



 

Jesus Is....Our Purification 

John 3:22-36 

 

Jesus is ____ 

• the mark of a great ministry 

isn't how many follow the 

messenger but how many 

follow Christ 

• beware ministry that calls 

for attachment to a minister 

• best man: very important, but 

fades away 

• no jealousy in John 

 

 



Jesus Is....Our Purification 

John 3:22-36 

John 3:30 (English Standard Version) 

30
 He must increase, but I must 

decrease." 



 

Jesus Is....Our Purification 

John 3:22-36 

 

Jesus is ____ 

• John answers the 

purification issue 

• there's something in me that 

grates on this issue- make 

much of me! 

• we must come as the empty-

handed beggar before we 

are friends of God 

 

 



Jesus Is....Our Purification 

 John 3:31-35 (English Standard Version) 

31
 He who comes from above is above all. He 

who is of the earth belongs to the earth 

and speaks in an earthly way. He who 

comes from heaven is above all. 
32

 He 

bears witness to what he has seen and 

heard, yet no one receives his testimony. 

33
Whoever receives his testimony sets his 

seal to this, that God is true. 
34

For he 

whom God has sent utters the words of 

God, for he gives the Spirit without 

measure. 
35

 The Father loves the Son and 

has given all things into his hand. 



 

Jesus Is....Our Purification 

John 3:22-36 

 

Jesus is ____ 

• How could John do 

that?  How can we? 

• 1) Christ is from heaven 

• 2) Jesus is truth 

• 3) Christ has the fullness of 

the Spirit 

• 4) Christ is supreme 

 

 



Jesus Is....Our Purification 

John 3:22-36 

John 3:36 (English Standard Version) 

36
 Whoever believes in the Son has 

eternal life; whoever does not obey 

the Son shall not see life, but the 

wrath of God remains on him. 



 

Jesus Is....Our Purification 

John 3:22-36 

 

Jesus is ____ 

• wrap up of John 1-3 & 

conversation with Nicodemus: 

Jesus is the point; it all hinges 

on how you respond to him! 

• this is the point of Jesus to 

Nicodemus and John to his 

followers and God to us: 

• Jesus demands that we love & 

obey & cherish him more than 

anyone else 

• how will you respond? 

 

 

 

 



 

Jesus Is....Our Purification 

John 3:22-36 

 

Jesus is ____ 

• What are you working 

for?  Who do you want to be 

known as great? 

• Jesus came to confront & 

challenge us 

• Jesus is God & worthy of our 

lives 

• Jesus can be trusted & what 

we do with that is the 

difference  between eternal 

life & eternal wrath 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Thursday, April 7th @ 7 PM 

RSVP for childcare 





Baptisms: Sunday, April 24  

Do you want to be baptized?   
 

Join us for a mandatory meeting 
Sunday,  April 17th,  

after morning worship 



New Life Group Begins 
You’re Invited!   

 
Join us for a Cook-Out 
Sunday, April 17,  5:30 pm 
For info or questions write us at 
info@thesanctuaryfellowship.com  



Hearts & Hammers 
April 2nd and 9th   /   9-4PM  

 
Help the Fort Bend Corps repair  

homes for families in despair  
 

Sign up at the resource center 




