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"The Compassion of Christmas" 

 

Romans 3:9-18 
 

rate your goodness on a scale of 1-10 

 

rate God's goodness on a scale of 1-10 

 

are we good?  Can we be good?  How good is God? 



"The Compassion of Christmas" 

 

Romans 3:9-18 
 Romans 3:9-18  

What then? Are we better than they? Not at all; for we 

have already charged that both Jews and Greeks are  all 

under sin; as it is written, THERE IS NONE RIGHTEOUS, 

NOT EVEN ONE; THERE IS NONE WHO UNDERSTANDS, 

THERE IS NONE WHO SEEKS FOR GOD; ALL HAVE 

TURNED ASIDE, TOGETHER THEY HAVE BECOME 

USELESS; THERE IS NONE WHO DOES GOOD, THERE IS 

NOT EVEN ONE. THEIR THROAT IS AN OPEN GRAVE,        

WITH THEIR TONGUES THEY KEEP DECEIVING, THE 

POISON OF ASPS IS UNDER THEIR LIPS; WHOSE MOUTH 

IS FULL OF CURSING AND BITTERNESS; THEIR FEET ARE 

SWIFT TO SHED BLOOD, DESTRUCTION AND MISERY ARE 

IN THEIR PATHS, AND THE PATH OF PEACE THEY HAVE 

NOT KNOWN. THERE IS NO FEAR OF GOD BEFORE THEIR 

EYES." 



"The Compassion of Christmas" 

 

Romans 3:9-18 
 

God talks about us in terms of absolutes 

(none...all...no one) 

God has looked over all time and at all people, 

evaluated them and  said, "You are all unrighteous." 

that seems harsh and hard to take, but it gets worse! 



"The Compassion of Christmas" 
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Romans 3:10 

 as it is written, THERE IS NONE 

RIGHTEOUS, NOT EVEN ONE; 



"The Compassion of Christmas" 

 

Romans 3:9-18 
 

"none righteous" 

speaks to our morality 

speaks to our legal status 

speaks to our relationship with God 

make sure you're using the right "ruler" to measure 

yourself against 

why are we like this? 



"The Compassion of Christmas" 

 

Romans 3:9-18 
 

Romans 3:9 

What then? Are we better than they? Not at all; for we 

have already charged that both Jews and Greeks are 

all under sin; 



"The Compassion of Christmas" 

 

Romans 3:9-18 
 

"all are under sin"= under the rule of sin 

we are not unwilling participants 

sin's rule causes us to want the wrong thing 



"The Compassion of Christmas" 

 

Romans 3:9-18 
 

Romans 3:11  

THERE IS NONE WHO SEEKS FOR GOD; 



"The Compassion of Christmas" 

 

Romans 3:9-18 
 

"there is no one who understands"- understands what? 

the extent of Man's depravity against God's great 

perfection 

the idea is that we see the puzzle pieces but can't put 

the picture  together 

we look at it all and come to the wrong conclusions 

about everything! 

God looked at us and saw our unrighteousness and he 

acted, not in total righteousness but with grace and 

mercy 



"The Compassion of Christmas" 

 

Romans 3:9-18 
 

Luke 2:10-11 

But the angel said to them, "Do not be afraid; for 

behold, I bring you good news of great joy which will 

be for all the people; for today in the city of David 

there has been born for you a Savior, who is Christ the 

Lord. 



"The Compassion of Christmas" 

 

Romans 3:9-18 
 

we needed a SAVIOR to save us from our 

unrighteousness and our  confusion and our misguided 

attempts to be "good" 

God saw and, in his great compassion, he acted 



"The Compassion of Christmas" 

 

Romans 3:9-18 
 

Ephesians 2:4-5  

But God, being rich in mercy, because of His great love with 

which He loved us, even when we were dead in our 

transgressions, made us alive together with Christ (by 

grace you have been saved), 

 

Ephesians 2:8-9 

For by grace you have been saved through faith; and that 

not of yourselves, it is the gift of God; not as a result of 

works, so that no one may boast. 

 

2 Corinthians 5:20-21  

Therefore, we are ambassadors for Christ, as though God 

were making an appeal through us; we beg you on behalf of 

Christ, be reconciled to God.  He made Him who knew no sin 

to be sin on our behalf, so that we might become the 

righteousness of God in Him. 

 



"The Compassion of Christmas" 

 

Romans 3:9-18 
 

in our confusion and because of our dimness due to 

our sin, Christ  told us about these great truths in a 

story.... 



"The Compassion of Christmas" 

 

Romans 3:9-18 
 

Luke 15:21-22  

"And the son said to him, 'Father, I have sinned against 

heaven and in your sight; I am no longer worthy to be 

called your son.  But the father said to his slaves, 'Quickly 

bring out the best robe and put it on him, and put a ring on 

his hand and sandals on his feet; 

 

this is the story of Christmas! 

our absolute sinfulness 

God's absolute holiness and rightness 

our desperate need for a savior 

God ran to us 

Christ came, died and rose from the dead and wants to 

celebrate our  return to him 

 



"The Compassion of Christmas" 

 

Romans 3:9-18 
 

Who is the one person you'd like to see come home? 

Is it you? 

Thank God for Christmas and for his compassionate 

mercy! 

 



Now- Dec 19th 

The charity distributes shoes to people in need. Since 2005, 
Soles4souls has given away nearly 12 million pairs of new 
and gently worn shoes. We will be collecting shoes to give 
away in November and December. Deliver them to the 
Soles4Souls box by the resource center on Sunday.  

…Soles 4 Souls… 



Angel Tree Ministry  
• A ministry to local families who can't afford 

Christmas gifts for their children.  

• Pick up your child to sponsor this Christmas 
season at the Angel Tree in the Sanctuary.  

• Return gifts by Sunday,  

• December 12th to church, 

•  WRAPPED, and tagged.  

 



  

• December 12th  

• 9er’s Restaurant  

• After Service  

• We are planning a trip to Africa next year! If 
you are interested in going, make plans to be 
with us for this important meeting. See you 
there! 

Uganda Meeting  



 



African Jewelry Available 
through November!  Purchase 
them today at the Woman’s 
Ministry Table  

Adopt a College Student:   
Go to Woman’s Ministry 
Table or See bulletins for 

details.  

Sweet Swap:  
When: December 16th  
Time: 7:00  
Where: the Greatwood Recreation Center. 
Ladies come share your favorite recipes at 
our annual sweet swap! See bulletin for 
details. RSVP to Mindi Sanders at 
jmjj@att.net.  

Women's Christmas Progressive 
Dinner:  
December 6th  
@ 6:30.  
Sign up begins November 7th. See 
bulletin for details.  



Retirement Home 
Ministry 
Sunday / December 19th / 2PM 
At The Greatwood Retirement 
and Assisted Living Center 
(7001 Riverbrook Drive, Sugar Land) 
For more info email Cheryl at 
cmarshallmusic@gmail.com. 


